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to be serious, and it was already realised that the anticmated The
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towns were unsuitable for modern conditions. In 1731 a of the
historian complained of Manchester's " standing low and slums*
the throng of its inhabitants, the narrowness of the streets
and the great quantities of Pit coal here burnt,"1 In 1747
both Manchester and Liverpool applied to Parliament for
permission to set up systems of lighting and cleansing. The
number of streets In Manchester increased from 167 In 1773
to about 600 in 1794;2 epidemics broke out in 1784,1789 and
1794. Dr. Ferriar drew attention to the evils of over-
crowding" and of living in cellars In 1790, and an extensive
remodelling of the town and a rebuilding of its centre took
place In 1794* Dr. Percival continued the agitation for
improvement, and a Board of Health was established, houses
of recovery were erected, and fever wards were adopted In
Chester, Stockport, Liverpool and Bolton.
The changes In Industry greatly Increased the output of (?eicPment
all the maior industries of the country.   Between 1688 and of national
J	.	^	commerce.
1615   the   total   exports   increased   from   £4,310,000   to
£58,624,000 and the Imports from £7,120,000 to £32,987,396.,
The shipping cleared from British ports Increased from
285,000 tons in 1688 to 1,993,188 in 1809,
The greater part of the profits of expanding trade went
into the pockets of the new capitalists.    In 1802 Peel em- of the
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ployed over 15,000 hands and paid £40,000 in excise, and in capitalists.
1830 he left personal estated valued at £1,400,000: Oldknow
was reputed to have made £17,000 a year.3 Profits were
made quickly as the turnover of the factory Increased.
These new capitalists were Interested In Industry rather than
commerce, and their capital was largely Invested in fixtures
such as buildings and machinery. The capitalist was many
times more important In 1815 than In 1700, though the use
of capital was common even in the seventeenth century, and
in 1815 the capitalist employer was much more widely
separated from his men.
"To generalise about the condition of the workers is ex-
tremely difficult, since It varied from firm to firm, from
1 Wadsworth and Mann, op. cit., p. 241.
s Bowden, op. cit., p. 106.         3 Maatoux, op, cit., p. 255,

